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windows and machine-guns placed there. At the present time, after the expulsion
of these barbarians from our neighbourhood, the believers turn to one more and
more often, with the request for thanksgiving services for deliverance from the
barbarians, the looters, the brutes.
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Report of ARCISPRHOT GRECTORY LYSYAK, of Kaluga
When the Germans came to Kaluga, the first thing that shocked the religious,
national and patriotic sentiments of believers was that, from the oulset, they
took away people's wedding-rings, along with other valuables. In vain some
citizens tried to appeal to German bt piety" by pointing to the ritual significance
of these things. The precious metal was more to the Germans than religious
sentiment.
After the rings went the ikons, with their precious ornaments, those holy
things of the family.
Nor can I fail to record here the great commotion caused by the death of
Priest Basil Grechaninov, killed by the Germans while conducting a memorial
service for the dead among the graves in the municipal cemetery. Priest
Grechaninov was officiating at the graves of the dead simply as a supernumerary.
Towards the end of the occupation, the murders took on a mass character.
Day after day St. George's Church was filled with the coffins of the victims of
German barbarism. Curses rose from the hearts of their kinsfolk.
The approach of 25 December, the day when Christmas is celebrated in the
West, was the cause of considerable agitation among the faithful of Kaluga.
The town administration and certain representatives of the German Command
demanded the celebration of Christmas according to the New Style. In this the
believers saw a violation of their religious tradition. They lived anxiously
through the days before Christmas, waiting to see how the defence of Church
order by the representatives of the religious community would end.
We all impatiently awaited the hour of liberation from the foreign yoke.
This tension showed itself at divine service in the increasing urgency of the
prayers for our soldiers. At the arrival of the Red Army, solemn thanksgivings
for the victory of the Russian forces were accompanied by prayerful prostrations
and tears. The sick and suffering Russian heart found comfort in these prayers.
But what grief afflicted our souls when we saw how the fascists humiliated
the captive soldiers of the Red Army, how they lashed grown-up men with whips.
The cruelty of the guards accompanying our prisoners went so far that some
of them murdered their prisoners before the eyes of the people.
It was insufferably hard to watch how they .gradually deprived us of the
possibility of living and working independently. All departments of life came
to be subjugated under an alien will, the will of the conqueror, contemptuous
both of individual citizens and of the so-called town administration, which they